
 

and gave her permission to use his bathroom.     
Case in point #2:  
O f f ic ers w ere “ priority  dispatc hed”  to a doc tor’ s 
of f ic e;  a nurse saw  someone in the park ing l ot 
pointing  a sem i-au tom atic  f ir ear m  ou t of  h is 
c ar  w ind ow ,  c hange the magaz ines in the gun,  
and l ook  at himsel f  in the rear view  mirror.  T he 
nurse rec ogniz ed the person as a patient and 
w as “ very  al armed, ”  stating she “ had no idea 
w hat he w as up to or possibl y  pl anning.”     
R esponding of f ic ers interview ed the subj ec t,  
w ho had pol ic e-sty l e overhead l ights instal l ed 
on his vehic l e.  I nside the c ar,  of f ic ers f ound 
tw o real istic  l ook ing “ toy ”  guns,  a pol ic e-sty l e 
f l ashl ight,  and a basebal l  c ap w ith a badge l ogo 
on it.  S inc e the guns w ere not pointed at 
any one,  and sinc e it is not il l egal  to possess 
pol ic e-sty l e eq uipment,  the onl y  c rime invol ved 
w as poor j udgment.  W hil e there w as no 
mention of  impersonating a pol ic e of f ic er,  t h e  
s u s p e c t  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  a l l  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  t o  d o  
s o .   
Case in point #3 :  
A n empl oy ee reported she rec eived a phone 
c al l  f rom a f emal e using a bl oc k ed phone 
number.  T he f emal e identif ied hersel f  as a 
pol ic e of f i c er and req uested personal  
inf ormation about the empl oy ee,  the empl oy er,  
phone numbers,  etc .   W hen ask ed to identif y  
w hic h pol ic e agenc y  she w ork ed f or,  the c al l er 
threatened to “ put out a w arrant f or her”  or 
“ arrest her f or being an ac c essory  to a c rime.”   
T he same person c al l ed three times during a 
tw enty -f our hour period ask ing the same 
q uestions.             

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  4 )  

A  d oc tor ’ s of f ic e.   A n 
ad u l t r esid ential  f ac il ity .   
Y ou r  w or k pl ac e.   P l ac es 
w h e r e  y o u  a r e 
c om f or tab l e and  f eel  
“ saf e, ”  w h er e y ou  ar e 
l ik el y  to k now  th e peopl e 
y ou  c om e into c ontac t 
w ith .   Y ou  d on’ t ex pec t to 
b ec om e a c r im e v ic tim  
w h il e y ou ’ r e th er e.  
 
W e’ ve seen some sc ary  
c ases in the past tw o 

months w here someone has “ impersonated”  a 
trusted person—a pol ic e  of f ic er,  a c aregiver,  
etc .  M any  of  us are vigil ant w hen w e venture 
out of  our c omf ort z one,  but w hen w e’ re at the 
pl ac es w e f req uent most w e l et our guard dow n.  
Y ou  ar e th e m ost v u l ner ab l e w h er e y ou  ar e 
th e m ost c om f or tab l e.       
Case in point #1 :  
A  bl ind resident of  a mul ti-unit senior l iving 
f ac il ity  reported that someone k noc k ed at the 
ex terior door of  his unit.  A  f emal e voic e 
c l aim ing  to b e a c ar etak er  ( empl oy ee of  the 
f ac il ity )  ask ed to c ome in and use the phone.  
T he resident did not rec ogniz e the voic e as 
bel onging to an empl oy ee of  the f ac il ity ,  but 
al l ow ed her to c ome inside.  T he resident heard 
the “ c aretak er”  moving around the apartment 
and move the c urtains to l ook  outside bef ore 
ask ing him f or a bag.  T he “ c aretak er”  l ef t and 
then returned,  this time entering f rom the inner 
door that l eads to the shared hal l w ay .  T he 
“ c aretak er”  ask ed the bl ind resident f or c hange 
f or a hundred dol l ar bil l ,  then ask ed to borrow  
tw enty  dol l ars.  H e “ l oaned”  her tw enty  dol l ars 
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth s of  J ul y a nd  A ugust,  2 0 0 7  

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY                                                                                                                                                LOS S                                                                 
1600 block NE 30th St 
2 : 18  a . m .  

T he  s u s p e ct w a lke d  i n to the  bu s i n e s s  ca r r y i n g  a  p la s ti c ba g .   H e  le f t the  ba g  a n d  
w a lke d  ou t.   A n othe r  cu s tom e r  ca m e  i n ,  m a d e  a  p u r cha s e ,  a n d  le f t.   T he  e m p loy e e  
ca lle d  the  ow n e r  to te ll hi m  tha t s om e on e  le f t a  p a cka g e  i n  the  s tor e  a n d  tha t i t 
looke d  li ke  the  s a m e  p e r s on  w ho ha d  r obbe d  the  bu s i n e s s  be f or e .   T he  e m p loy e e  
w e n t ou ts i d e  to s e e  w he r e  the  s u s p e ct ha d  g on e  a n d  s a w  the  s u s p e ct w a lki n g  
tow a r d s  the  bu s i n e s s  w i th a  cloth ov e r  hi s  n os e  a n d  m ou th.   T he  s u s p e ct ha d  hi s  
ha n d  i n  hi s  s w e a te r  a n d  i m p li e d  he  ha d  a  g u n  p oi n te d  a t the  e m p loy e e .   T he  
e m p loy e e  op e n e d  the  ca s h r e g i s te r  a n d  the  s u s p e ct r e m ov e d  the  ca s h.   T he  
s u s p e ct le f t a f te r  te lli n g  the  e m p loy e e  he  ha d  “ f r i e n d s  ou ts i d e  w i th g u n s ”  a n d  n ot to 
f ollow  hi m .    Crime Prevention Suggestions:  Keep no more th a n $ 5 0  in th e c a sh  
register a t a l l  times,  a nd  post signs sta ting “ no more th a n $ 5 0  in th e register. ”   
Conta c t th e Crime Prevention U nit to c ond uc t a  sec urity  survey  a t y our b usiness to 
ma k e rec ommend a tions to red uc e th e opportunity  f or c rime a t y our b usiness.    

$ 14 1 

100 block SW  7 th St 
9 : 5 1 p . m .  

T he  bu s i n e s s  e m p loy e e  w a s  g e tti n g  r e a d y  to le a v e  w he n  tw o s u s p e cts  e n te r e d  the  
bu s i n e s s .   O n e  of  the  s u s p e cts  p oi n te d  a  g u n  a t he r  a n d  took the  ba n k ba g  s he  
w a s  ca r r y i n g .   T he  s u s p e cts  le f t a n d  d r ov e  a w a y .   T he  e m p loy e e  d i d  n ot s e e  w ha t 
ki n d  of  v e hi cle  the  s u s p e cts  le f t i n  or  w hi ch d i r e cti on  the y  w e n t.   L a te n t f i n g e r p r i n ts  
w e r e  li f te d  f r om  the  d oor .   Crime Prevention Suggestions:  Prepa re a nd  d rop b a nk  
d eposits d uring d a y l igh t h ours a nd  w h en more th a n one empl oy ee is on d uty .   
V a ry  th e time of  d a y ,  th e person ma k ing th e d eposit,   a nd  th e ty pe of  c onta iner th e 
d eposit is c a rried  in.   I f  y our b usiness is mostl y  c a sh -b a sed ,  insta l l  a  time-l oc k  sa f e 
a nd  c onsid er using a n a rmored  tra nsport c ompa ny .   

$ 8 , 000 

COMMERCIAL BU RG LARY                                                                                                                                             LOS S  

12 00 block M on s te r  R d  
SW  

O f f i ce r s  w e r e  d i s p a tche d  to a  m e ta l the f t i n  p r og r e s s  a t a  bu s i n e s s  tha t ha s  be e n  
f r e q u e n tly  ta r g e te d  by  thi e v e s .   T w o s u s p e cts  r u n n i n g  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s  w e r e  
d e ta i n e d  a n d  a r r e s te d .   En tr y  w a s  g a i n e d  thr ou g h a n  ov e r g r ow n  a cce s s  p a th.   
O n e  s u s p e ct s a i d  s he  w a s  s e n t to colle ct s cr a p  m e ta l a n d  ha d  p e r m i s s i on  f r om  “ a  
g u y . ”   W he n  a s ke d  i f  s he  ha d  con ta cte d  a n y on e  a t the  bu s i n e s s ,  the  s u s p e ct s a i d  
n o.   W he n  a s ke d  w hy  s he  d i d n ’ t d r i v e  to the  f r on t e n tr a n ce  a n d  i n s te a d  e n te r e d  
the  bu s i n e s s  p r op e r ty  v i a  cov e r t m e a n s ,  s he  w a s  u n a ble  to p r ov i d e  a  r e s p on s e .   
B oth s u s p e cts  w e r e  a r r e s te d  f or  F e lon y  I n v e s ti g a ti on  of  B u r g la r y .   Crime 
Prevention Suggestions:  M eta l  th ef t is ra mpa nt.   A l l  property ,  inc l ud ing meta l  
items,  sh oul d  b e sec ured  insid e l oc k ed  b uil d ings w h enever possib l e.   E x terior 
b usiness l ots sh oul d  b e f enc ed  a nd  c l ea rl y  posted  w ith  “ N o T respa ssing”  signs.  

$ 5 00 
(recovered) 

4 000 block M a p le  V a lle y  
H w y  

En tr y  to bu s i n e s s  w a s  g a i n e d  by  thr ow i n g  a  r ock thr ou g h the  w i n d ow  p a n e  of  a  
g la s s  d oor .   Su s p e ct/ s  s m a s he d  a  60”  te le v i s i on  s cr e e n ,  d a m a g e d  com p u te r s ,  
a n d  s tole  s e v e r a l bottle s  of  li q u or .   Som e  of  the  bottle s  w e r e  loca te d  thr ou g hou t 
the  bu s i n e s s  a n d  bu s i n e s s  e x te r i or .   T he  s u s p e cts  m ov e d  on e  s e cu r i ty  ca m e r a  s o 
tha t i t w ou ld  n ot r e cor d  the  i n ci d e n t,  bu t the  cr i m e  w a s  r e cor d e d  by  a n othe r  v i d e o 
ca m e r a .   L a te n t f i n g e r p r i n ts  w e r e  li f te d  f r om  the  s ce n e  a n d  s u bm i tte d  to the  C r i m e  
L a b .   Crime Prevention Suggestions:  A ppl y  a  l a y er of  Sec urity  F il m to w ind ow s 
l ik el y  to b e ta rgeted  b y  c rimina l s.   Sec urity  F il m c a n inc rea se th e strength  of  th e 
gl a ss b y  3 0 0 % ,  grea tl y  inc rea sing th e a mount of  time a nd  ef f ort a  c rimina l  must 
ma k e to ga in entry  b y  b rea k ing gl a ss.  

$ 5 00 

2 8 00 NE Su n s e t B lv d  O f f i ce r s  r e s p on d e d  to a  com m e r ci a l a la r m  a n d  d i s cov e r e d  e n tr y  ha d  be e n  m a d e  
to the  bu s i n e s s  v i a  a  f or ce d / p r i e d  r oof  v e n t.   R e n ton  F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t r e s p on d e d  
w i th a  la d d e r  tr u ck s o of f i ce r s  cou ld  a cce s s  the  r oof .   A  K -9  s e a r ch of  the  bu i ld i n g  
d i d  n ot loca te  a n y on e  i n s i d e .   O n ce  i n s i d e ,  s u s p e ct/ s  br oke  op e n  tw o g la s s  
d i s p la y  cou n te r s  a n d  r e m ov e d  m e r cha n d i s e .    T he  a la r m  com p a n y  a n d  p oli ce  
a tte m p te d  to con ta ct a n  e m p loy e e  or  m a n a g e r  of  the  bu s i n e s s  w i thou t s u cce s s .   
Se v e r a l hou r s  la te r  w he n  the  bu s i n e s s  op e n e d ,  p oli ce  w e r e  a ble  to con ta ct a n  
e m p loy e e .   Crime Prevention Suggestions:   I nspec t roof  f or a c c ess points a nd  
sec ure a ppropria tel y .   M a k e sure th e pol ic e d epa rtment h a s a c c ura te emergenc y  
c onta c t inf orma tion on f il e f or y our b usiness—d ow nl oa d  th e f orm f rom th e City  
w eb site a t w w w . rentonw a . gov.    

$ 1, 4 4 0 



                                                                           BUSINESS WATCH P a g e  3  

Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
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( continued )  
COMMERCIAL BURGLARY, continued                                                                                                                            LOS S  

800 block SW Grady Wy B u s i n e s s  m an ag e r re p ort s  s e v e ral v e h i cle s  on  t h e  bu s i n e s s  lot  w e re  e n t e re d an d i t e m s  
i n clu di n g  ap p li an ce s  an d li q u or w e re  s t ole n  f rom  i n s i de  t h e  v e h i cle s .   E n t ry t o t h e  
bu s i n e s s  lot  w as  g ai n e d by cu t t i n g  a ch ai n  li n k f e n ce .   T h e re  w as  n o s i g n  of  f orce d 
e n t ry t o t h e  v e h i cle s .   Crime Prevention Suggestions:  All vehicles on the business lot 
should  be lock ed  w hen not in immed ia te use.   Consid er w ea ving ba rbed  or ra z or w ire 
through cha in link  f encing in isola ted  loca tions.  

$ 1 , 1 9 0 

3 9 00 block N E  4 t h  St  Su s p e ct / s  g ai n e d e n t ry t o t h e  bu s i n e s s  by p ryi n g  t h e  re ar door an d lock.   O n ce  i n s i de ,  
s u s p e ct / s  dam ag e d t h e  cas h  re g i s t e rs  an d re m ov e d t h e  cas h  draw e r ( n o cas h  w as  
i n s i de ) .   T h e  bu s i n e s s  ow n e r re s p on de d an d s ai d n ot h i n g  ap p e are d t o be  m i s s i n g  f rom  
t h e  bu s i n e s s .   Crime Prevention T ip s:  I nsta ll la tch gua rd s over a ll ex terior d oor lock s to 
ma k e the lock  more d if f icult to p ry .   R emove ca sh f rom ca sh registers a f ter hours,  a nd  
lea ve the register d ra w er op en so it is obvious tha t no ca sh is insid e.  

$ 0 

3 00 block R e n t on  C e n t e r 
Way SW 

T h e  s u s p e ct  w as  obs e rv e d by e m p loye e s  s t u f f i n g  m e rch an di s e ,  t h at  h ad n ot  be e n  p ai d 
f or,  i n t o a du f f e l bag .   T h e  m an ag e r locat e d t h e  s u s p e ct  at  a s e rv i ce  cou n t e r,  w h e re  t h e  
s u s p e ct  w as  u s i n g  t h e  bu s i n e s s ’  p h on e  an d s t u f f i n g  a cart on  of  ci g are t t e s ,  t h at  h ad n ot  
be e n  p ai d f or,  i n t o t h e  du f f le  bag .   T h e  m an ag e r as ke d t h e  s u s p e ct  f or h e r re ce i p t  as  
s h e  w as  e x i t i n g  t h e  f i rs t  s e t  of  doors ,  at  w h i ch  p oi n t  a s e con d s u s p e ct  s t e p p e d i n  f ron t  
of  t h e  m an ag e r.   T h e  s e con d s u s p e ct  g rabbe d t h e  m an ag e r,  s q u e e z i n g  h i s  arm  an d 
ri p p i n g  h i s  s h i rt .   T h e  f i rs t  s u s p e ct  drop p e d t h e  s t ore  m e rch an di s e ,  an d t h e  s e con d 
s u s p e ct  t h re w  a can  of  h ai rs p ray at  t h e  m an ag e r,  s t ri ki n g  h i m  i n  t h e  le g .   B ot h  s u s p e ct s  
g ot  i n t o a w ai t i n g  re d v an  an d le f t  t h e  are a.   T h e  m an ag e r s u f f e re d bru i s e s ,  s crat ch e s ,  
an d a t orn  s h i rt .   T h e  i n ci de n t  w as  re p ort e d t o p oli ce  t w o h ou rs  lat e r.   Crime Prevention 
T ip s:  R ep ort crimina l a ctivity  immed ia tely  to 9 -1-1;  the sooner of f icers a re notif ied  a nd  
a ble to resp ond ,  the more lik ely  crimina ls a re to be ca ught.  

$ 4 04  
(recovered) 

5 00 block Wi lli am s  A v e  S U n kn ow n  s u s p e ct / s  p ri e d op e n  t w o s t orag e  cabi n e t s  an d s t ole  s t e re o an d P . A .  
e q u i p m e n t .   T h e re  w e re  n o s i g n s  of  f orce d e n t ry t o t h e  bu i ldi n g ;  i t  i s  u n kn ow n  h ow  t h e  
s u s p e ct / s  g ot  i n .   T h e  bu s i n e s s  di d n ot  kn ow  t h e  bran d or s e ri al n u m be rs  f or t h e  s t ole n  
e q u i p m e n t .   Crime Prevention T ip : M a k e a  record  of  the bra nd ,  mod el a nd  seria l 
number of  a ll business eq uip ment,  a nd  store the list in a  sa f e loca tion a w a y  f rom the 
business.   T his inf orma tion is req uired  in ord er to list the stolen p rop erty  in the sta te 
a nd  na tionw id e stolen p rop erty  registry ,  a nd  ma y  be necessa ry  in ord er to retrieve a ny  
stolen p rop erty  tha t is recovered  by  p olice.  

$ 3 , 000 

5 00 block SW 1 6 t h  St  A  p at rol of f i ce r obs e rv e d t h e  s u s p e ct  i n s i de  a f e n ce d bu s i n e s s  yard i n  t h e  m i ddle  of  t h e  
n i g h t ,  t h row i n g  box e s  of  m e rch an di s e  ov e r t h e  f e n ce  i n t o t h e  be d of  a t ru ck.   T h e  
s u s p e ct ,  w e ari n g  all dark clot h i n g ,  du cke d be h i n d t h e  t ru ck an d ou t  of  s i g h t .   A  v e ry 
di rt y s u bj e ct  w i t h  f re s h  s crap e s  on  h i s  f ace  an d h an ds  an d t h orn s  i n  h i s  clot h i n g  w as  
( lat e r)  locat e d n e arby.   T h e  s u bj e ct  h ad a con f i rm e d f e lon y w arran t  an d w as  arre s t e d.   
T h e  t ru ck t h e  s h i n g le s  h ad be e n  t h row n  i n t o h ad be e n  s t ole n  f rom  Se at t le .   T h i rt y-s i x  
box e s  of  s h i n g le s  w e re  re cov e re d f rom  t h e  s t ole n  t ru ck.   T h e re  w as  n o s i g n  of  f orce d 
e n t ry t o t h e  bu s i n e s s  lot .   Crime Prevention T ip :  Secure mercha nd ise ind oors 
w henever p ossible.   I nsta ll ba rbed  or ra z or w ire a top  cha in link  f encing,  a nd  w ea ve it 
vertica lly  through the f ence w here a p p rop ria te.    

$ 3 00 
(recovered) 

6 1 00 block N E  3 rd C t  T h e  ow n e r of  a con s t ru ct i on  com p an y re p ort s  s u s p e ct / s  s t ri p p e d abou t  2 000 f e e t  of  
cop p e r w i ri n g  f rom  a re s i de n ce  t h at  i s  u n de r con s t ru ct i on .   T h e re  w e re  n o w i n dow s  or 
doors  on  t h e  s t ru ct u re ,  s o n o f orce  w as  n e ce s s ary t o g ai n  e n t ry.   Crime Prevention T ip :  
M od if y  the construction sched ule so items of  va lue such a s cop p er w iring a re not 
insta lled  until it is p ossible to lock  the build ing.  

$ 4 , 000 

A u t o  T h e f t s :   T h e r e  w e r e  5 3  c a r s  r e p o r t e d  s t o l e n  i n  R e n t o n  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u l y ,  2 0 0 7 .  
                     T h e r e  w e r e  6 5  c a r s  r e p o r t e d  s t o l e n  i n  R e n t o n  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  2 0 0 7 .  
A u t o  R e c o v e r i e s :   R e n t o n  P o l i c e  r e c o v e r e d  2 1  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  s t o l e n  o u t s i d e  t h e  C i t y  d u r i n g  J u l y  2 0 0 7 .  
                             R e n t o n  P o l i c e  r e c o v e r e d  3 2  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  s t o l e n  o u t s i d e  t h e  C i t y  d u r i n g  A u g u s t  2 0 0 7 .  



Terri Vickers / Crime Prevention Unit 
1 0 5 5  S  G ra d y  W a y  
R enton,  W A   9 8 0 5 7  
Ph one:   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
F a x :   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 0 5   
E-ma il  th e Ed itor a t:   tvickers@ ci. renton. w a . u s 

RENTON POLICE  DEPART M ENT 

CITY HALL  
P HO N E  N U M B E R S  

Information 
D e s k  

4 3 0 -6 4 0 0  

E c onomic  
D e v e l op me nt 

4 3 0 -6 5 7 5  

F ire  
P re v e ntion 

4 3 0 -7 0 0 0  

B u s ine s s  
W atc h  

4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  

B l oc k  W atc h  4 3 0 -7 5 2 1  
H u man 
S e rv ic e s  

4 3 0 -6 6 5 0  

C ity  C l e rk  4 3 0 -6 5 1 0  
U til ity  
S y s te ms  

4 3 0 -7 2 3 4  

P ol ic e  
D e p artme nt 

4 3 0 -7 5 0 0  

C od e  
E nforc e me nt 

4 3 0 -7 2 6 9  

Each of these stories is true and occurred within the past two 
m onths in R enton.   Remember: You are most vulnerable where 
y ou are most c omf ortable.   A t work .   A t hom e.   I n y our car.   A t 
stores and other b usinesses that y ou freq uent.   
C rim inal s are sneak y !   T hey  wil l  appear to b e som eone y ou trust 
( a careg iv er,  a m em b er of the cl erg y ,  som eone from  y our b ank ,  a 
pol ice officer) .   T hey  wil l  appeal  to y our k indness and g enerosity  
( som eone in need,  a charitab l e org aniz ation)  and wil l  use y our 
b el ief in the g oodness of m ank ind to prey  on y ou—to g et access 
to y our residence ( and steal  y our cash,  prescriptions,  credit cards,  
peace of m ind) ,  to g et access to y our personal  inform ation ( to 
steal  y our identity ) ,  and to v ictim iz e y ou.  
 
Don’t let your guard down in the plac es  where you are m os t 
c om f ortab le!   J us t b ec aus e it look s  lik e a s heep does n’t 
m ean it is n’t a wolf !  

Bad Guys in Disguise, continued 
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